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General Internal Conditions and Popular Attitudes 

1. A considerable change in the attitude of the people towards the regime could 
be observed since October 1953* The people are entirely disinterested in 
events occuring in the hierarchy of the Tito regime. Although the control 
of the regime is still quite strong in the cities and larger towns, which is 
largely the result of the Party’s front organization, the Socialist Federa- 
tion of the Working People of Yugoslavia, it is obvious that fear of the 
police has faded considerably. For example, it is common for people to 
publicly express their dissatisfaction with the regime in various forms . It 
is not unusual to hear people in public bars condemning Tito to hell and in 
some instances celebrating their expulaion from the Party. Nevertheless, it 
would be incorrect to interpret such manifestations as Indications that the 
people are escaping from the control of the secret police, the UEB. It is 
almost certain that the watchful eye of the UDB notes this hostile action and 
records such behavior in the personal files of the individuals concerned. It 
would be wrong to assume that the present situation implies the presence of 
even speculation of anti -regime activity. 
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the sltuatl011 is entirely different. Peasants openly 
criticize the regime and its economic policy. It is quite normal for the 
nationalists to gather at night in the houses of outstanding peasant 

2£“i«2l?222 * el ? S d f 8t ^ bed - 1116 8mn nuaiber of tillage commu- 
hv t0 ^ en ln the avera 6 e village, is thoroughly subdued 

. . 8 ® a y reckoning and the consequences attending the 

realize^hat natlonali8t black toooks". Village communists 

fv T 0u i d .? ot 6erve “ay practical purpose for them to continue 
a 4 116 ^ o£ ellCW villa 6t e rs. Consequently, they try to establish 

J^ Vend L* 4 . „ 1116 m08 S common sl °8 an use| 3 by the village communists * 
der such conditions is let's save the appearances". within ■ ton 


3 . 


to “ ! aelr villages try to play double roles in order 

^save their necks, but, | their plans will fail because the women of 
t?on m j£ S woulSnever pardon them and would take care of their extermina- 

contrast between the situation in the villages, where there is 
t^s^n^it? enforo ® me » t of Part y regulations, with that existing in the 
• IS *" 81 ”“* r *° ’» <«“ -urpounJing 

p f oblem taco* toy. the. regime is presented by thp 
indu ! trlal workers. As a result of their dis satis - 
working conditions and their standard of living, worker 
£> 25321 ba % deQr, * ased considerably. The workers are convinced that 
£L*2S“ l incapable of improving their living conditions and there- 
l?** *!? use . to obe y th( * orders of their foremen or political secretaries. 
JSSL222 £* exaB ® las of this lack of discipline can be cited. In one 
™n^ ^ 1 BUper 'L i80r ! ° f ^e Pederal Economic Council called on the 

ln ° r * er t0 bear aa nation of a certain 
£2K!il pJ “ f f tbat oonpany. The manager immediately Invited his 
bookkeeper and toookkeeper into the conference room. As the 

+v the r00n ' x # looked the political secretary of the 
£?22L £ ld t ^!x? Sn ? S8r that there wa® no place for him to sit in 
£?+ £? Political secretary were there. The manager requested 

SSk «««tary leave the conference. Another example of 

lack of discipline took place, when a worker opened the door of the 

wh0 * communist, and said, "Comrade 
manager, ^ to^hell , and slammed the door.' The* manager complained I I 

Mkir* . * P 0,1 tion to fire the worker without 

Breaef+L^^+Sr ^is.raquast to dlsoharge one worker tnuatbe ■ 

•« to' the Executive Committee of the, Workers ' Council, and 

ffid^iJ TnuS;“ y ° m d *“ fld • fuU **Pl»“tion of the real reason ' , 

" i . f i 1 . 1 1 v ‘ ■ - ■ ' , ' ii , • •; ii* 

She production of industry for, threa shifts is ip general 40-50 peroent 

produotlon for two shifts.. At the same, time,, there 
J5* *5®^* 1 * * Mny ol,rkl ,nd «Ployaa» in the offices of ths * 

T 1 * 1 " ppor Promotion is attributed to the lack of 
and h ^u y t«i'*.3 n 5 • xerola#a toy ths foremen and supervisors, Experienced 
ftw yall»tralnad foraraan arc not usually msnfbars of ths Party which 

J n ■*5 ilr bilng by communist supervisor* who are 

afraid, of antagonising the workers, (| ; 

Youth has bsqoms sn sddltlonil problems ths rsglms. In 19kk, when ths 
communists cams into pcw^^hay atteaqrted to win ths youth by advocating 
ssparstion from ths family and promising a good time, However, thsy 
fsilsd to givs ths youth sn adequate ideologioal substituta for thair 
family or for mar school education* Consequently, at tha prasant time 
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they accept neither family nor governmental control. j 

approximately 60 per cent of the youth are anti-communist and anti -regime and 
follow their family tradition and about 20 percent completely undisciplined. 

Before the war It was an exceptional case to see a young boy singing in the 
church choir. Now, however, the young people demonstrate their anti-regime 
sentiments by attending the churches and taking an active part in church 
services. 

6. That there has been an incre ase in antagonism betw een ethnic groups in Yugo- 
slavia is common knowledge. tMa situation can be 

principally attributed to bad economic conditions* Each of the ethnic groups 
believes that the other groups receive more funds and financial assistance 
from the Federal Government. This feeling intensifies the traditional 
hatred among these groups. If one can prove that a governmental order 
involves the transfer of goods to a nother republic * there is n o difficulty 
In having such an order suspended. able to have 

cancelled an order transferring structural material from one firm to 
another by showing that such a transfer Implied the eventual shipment of 
the order to Bosnia. 

7. It is not unusual for a Croat residing In Belgrade to find In his mail box 
a warning to the effect that he should remember 1941, meaning the atrocities 
inflicted by the Croats on the Serbs. 

The Economic Situation and Its Negative Effects on the Solidarity of the Regime 

8. The general economic situation in Yugoslavia Is worse than it was in 1948. 

The disastrous economic situation could be expressed by citing the simple 
fact that in the most fertile region of'^ulbslavis, the Yojvcdina , only 
15 percent of the arable land had been plowed by the end of March. Moreover, 
there are practically no foreign currency reserves and the Germans., have 
stopped shipment of machinery and other merchandise duo to the failure of 
Yugoslavia to pay its debts. Some factories are being closed because of 
lack of raw materials, machinery or spare parts. In March 1954 there were 
6>0p0 unemployed in Belgrade. Reserves of wheat are short some 750,000 
metric tons. This situation constitutes one of the principal reasons for 
internal trouble in the higher ranks of the Federation of Communists of 
Yugoslavia, FCY, 

9. Peasant obstruction is also an important factor pressuring the current 
regime,. The peasants are cultivating only a minimum amount of their land. 

They feel that the small advantages gained by selling their products to 
the regime do not compensate the larger comfort given to the regime by 
making their products available. 

10. Another facet , of the increasing pressure being applied to the, regime is 
the fact that many sincere supporters of the regime have lost faith in the 
ability of the regime to improve the standard of Hy ing oV to solve any of 
the other serious economic problems. J | as an example of this 25X1 

disillusionment the experiences of several who have either left 

their high positions in state enterprises or are contemplating leaving 
them because of the continuance of economic dislocation. 
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Dji las Case and Party Schisms 

1:L * c f itlclzln 8 the country administration were taken by the 

Sf nothin,' to ? Urely the °retical, political discussion which 

ki? 0t J! nS t0 do wi ' fch tlleir Privileged position. However, after the 

£“3? *“ <*»»}“ ■ »«“?■ to mas, m «.i=h 

Ssv orL^Lr 1 f this group, the Party cadres reacted violently. 
SdL f^d in -%° a T ^ by Tlt0 ' S vlfe ' J o™nka, and Kidric's 

*" '““““"e ■>!“•• from .11 

5ted blL° P i e f Belgrade who are of the opinion that Djilas was liqui- 
doctrin^ v has come under the influence of the left-wing Labor Party 
because his articles drew to him many sympathizers among 
y 8 Y members and event among the non-communists. There are also a 

Sraal?^ Wh *° ar ! °l the 0pinl0tl that BJilas was liquidaSd by Wto and 
KardelJ in order to facilitate their reconciliation with Moscow. 

theor?S 8 B nd general opinion in Belgrade, Djilas is an abstract political 
a ?1 * political ideologist, but at the same time a 

demagog. Djilas believes in the principle stated in his articles Bv 

the a pCY I1 monMoT 10r ^ indlvddual freedom, respect of the laws, criticizing 
lil f n ®°*°P° ly * V 0 ^ tr y administration, and the privileges of the new 
small aristocratic communist group near Tito, he gained many syaroathizers 

authority tUt 6 * «* „ lt)r „ a 

’ afte f DJ i iaS waS alienated, obtained written 
instructions from their superior Party authority regarding the stand thev 

£ “K SL& «T‘“: °V he • 1 ““ — • *»£-£ SXLT 

JhlLf a r al ^S?r ra that Edvard terdeis and Alexander Rankovic are 
fighting for additional power and prestige in the Party. After the Dlilas 
dase and because of Tito's illness, there were many Sors in BelSadf 

?o°the fact n tte? 8 Sb te ? a +v n b6tWeen the3e two t0 ^ lev «l communiaS! Due 
the fact that both of these men are Tito's close collaborators and 

not U « H v e L P0Si ^ i0 + S 4 .v n th ® Party or ea*Uation a nd the government, it is 
S-Tm.* pradi ? t the final results of this conflict, even should Tito 
offer Ms pe rsonal sunnort to one of them. 
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danger. 


despite Rankovic* s exalted position, he is in 


16 . 


KlSSS*? t Rank0v , i0 condemn Djilas at the Plenum of the Central 

©Si ms reir^fl 3 ^ 95 ^ ° fter T ^° *** taken a stron « ■*•>* against 

ltft rie t y “S 7 ! S a demons tration of independence and power 
to support this action. KardelJ, on the other hand, has always been 
viewed in Yugoslavia as the "left-wing" leader of the Tito re gime . It is 

with r the y w!S 4eV ^ th8 V e ia the P rincl Pal opponent to any rfpprochSeJt 
oi^Stat^ T ? e a8a i g ? ment of Koca p °p° vic to the post of Secretary 

to fi!!® ! r Poreisn , /ffaire was interpreted as an attempt by the regime 

T,?+^ d +^ n °Tj a P erson leSB pronounced in his opposition to collaboration 
with the Western powers. 
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17* [ no indications of any meniber of the Party's 

Executive Committee or the Central Committee favoring rapprochement with 
the USER. I I the only logical* person to advocate' 

such a policy would oe naraeij. 

18. The Chief of the Yugoslav General Staff > Peko Da pee via, has lost his authority 

and has become a siibjeot of gossip. His trip ! was an additional 

factor In lowering his prestige, since it was generally Intepreted In Belgrade 
as a gesture by Tito to "save the poor guy" from looking at the people who 
wore on their faces only expressions of pity. On the other hand, General 
Ivan Oosnjafc is consdered to be the key military personality; it should not 

be forgotten that he Is a Croat. 

Yugoslavia in the Event of War 

19. The regime will probably ba abla to exarolsa full control over those serving 
regular military terms, but it la vary difficult to believe that mobilisation 
would succeed in the villages. Should an advisory staff of Western offlcara 
appear in Yugoslavia, the anti -communists would liquidate their officers 
and/or join the Allies. The pretence of Western military units or staffs 
would be an indication to the people that the regime ha's no authority and 
cannot fight by itself. Moreover, if the West were requested to send 
military aid, the nationalists would consider that a definite sign that 
they should assume power by force and fight; on the Western side. 
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